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Dear Members of the EMBS Family,
I want to extend a warm welcome to all to The EMBC 2020 Virtual Academy!
Our plan was to meet in person in the beautiful city of Montreal enjoying summer outdoor cafes with music between the events of the Conference.  Alas, that has turned out not possible due to the pandemic.  We are providing a true test of virtual communication technologies and our resilience to hardships.  The theme for this year’s Conference,” Enabling Innovative Technologies for Global Healthcare”, could not be more appropriate. The pandemic mandates the development of innovative technologies and as a world community we need to come together to fight this unforeseen monster. 
The past six months have witnessed the emergence of the human spirit and willingness to improvise. Engineering has come to the forefront in developing personal protective equipment, from facemasks to ventilators. We have witnessed the emergence of global pandemic data and the engineering models to help create analytical and predictive scenarios. Biotechnology has already paved the way for developing vaccines and when validated the mass production at low cost will warrant even newer technologies. Our Society can play an important role in aiding this process. 
EMBC 2020 offers an exciting series of sessions and speakers. The keynote talks are immensely contextual. Testing for cancer in developing countries is a huge challenge and Dr. Cremer who is the founding president of the Basic Health International will highlight the challenges in her EMBC keynote. Dr. Ramanujam is a pioneer bringing innovative strategies for women’s health in developing countries. Her innovative scope for cervical cancer has already saved thousands of lives across continents. We have as a keynote speaker a renaissance engineer Dr. Denison who has pioneered technologies at the interface of measurement and computation. What is more important than gadgets to improve Global Health? Dr. Ansermino, a clinician-scholar who will discuss innovative technologies that improve the lives of millions across the globe. The themes for EMBC 2020 are featured by star speakers who bring the latest developments in the field. EMBC always features outstanding special sessions. Young Professionals and Women in Engineering are an inspiration for the entire Society and these sessions will cap the Conference. 
I realize that unlike an in person meeting, we will have members signing in from all possible time zones across the globe. To facilitate visiting the meeting, EMBC 2020 offers asynchronous views of the sessions providing many opportunities to interact. I welcome you to this experiment that could become a harbinger for the future.
I sincerely hope that you will enjoy EMBC 2020 and hope that engineers working in medicine and biology will help overcome the pandemic for us to meet in person in the enchanting city of Guadalajara. 
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