
 

Author Non-Attendance Policy Summary 
IEEE EMBC 2026 · Toronto, Canada · 26–30 July 2026 
Applies to Full Contributed Papers. One-page poster papers are not published in IEEE Xplore in any scenario. Publication requires an in-person presentation; 
EMBC offers no virtual, remote, or pre-recorded option. 

Situation Remedy Publication Refund 

1. An author attends and 
presents in person 
At least one author is able to 
travel and present at the 
scheduled session. 

One author registers at the full author rate 
and presents at the assigned time. No 
further action required. 

Published in IEEE Xplore, provided 
final submission steps are complete, 
and IEEE quality standards are met. 

Not applicable — registration used 
as intended. 

2. Corresponding author 
cannot attend; a co-author 
presents 
The corresponding author cannot 
travel, but a listed co-author can 
present in their place. 

Submit the EMBS Substitute/Absentee 
Form in advance to document the 
substitution. At least one author must hold 
a full author registration. An undocumented 
substitution counts as a 
corresponding-author no-show. 

Published — the paper is presented 
as scheduled by the proxy and 
proceeds to Xplore normally. 

Not applicable — the author 
registration covers and supports 
the paper. 

3. No author can present (e.g., 
visa denial); an absentee case 
filed with documentation 
No author or qualified proxy can 
attend, for a reason beyond the 
author’s control, such as a 
denied visa. 

Submit the EMBS Substitute/Absentee 
Form before the scheduled presentation 
with supporting documentation. The case is 
reviewed on its merits; further evidence 
may be requested. 

Most likely not published. With no 
in-person presentation and no virtual 
option, the paper is removed from the 
proceedings and not loaded to Xplore. 
The documented case protects 
standing, not publication. 

Author (paper-covering) 
registration: effectively 
non-refundable. A registration not 
covering a paper: refundable, less 
a USD 50 fee if requested before 6 
July 2026. Confirm directly. 

4. No author presents, and no 
documentation is filed 
(undocumented no-show) 
The paper is in the final program 
but has not been presented, and 
no substitute/absentee case has 
been submitted. 

None — this is the failure case the policy 
penalizes. 

Not published — removed from the 
proceedings and not loaded to Xplore. 

No refund. Plus penalty: the author 
is placed on the EMBS no-show 
list for at least two years, during 
which organizers may reject the 
author’s submissions. 

5. Proactive withdrawal before 
the conference 
The authors decide in advance 
that the paper cannot be 
presented and choose to 
withdraw it. 

Request withdrawal through the paper 
management system, paired with the 
EMBS Substitute/Absentee Form to 
document the reason (e.g., visa denial). 

Not published — withdrawal removes 
the paper from the program; 
withdrawal and publication are 
mutually exclusive. 

A registration not covering a paper: 
refundable, less a USD 50 fee if 
requested before 6 July 2026. 
Treat a paper-covering author 
registration as non-refundable; 
confirm directly. 
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